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KAY COUNTY GRAND JURY
On March 26, 2008. Claude Williams and Bill Williams were told to wait outside
when the Blackwell Industrial Authority voted to go into executive session. This is still
happening every time The Blackwell Industrial Authority goes into executive session.
The Chamber of Commerce and Blackwell Industrial Authority share the same
building and have the same mailing address. Shane Frye is the Executive Director for
the Blackwell Chamber of Commerce and the Blackwell Industrial Authority. The
Blackwell Chamber of Commerce and Blackwell Industrial Authority building has two
comerence rooms. There was no reason for us to have to wait outside in the bad
weather.
Kay County District Attorney Mark: Gibson stated being rude is not against the law.
District Attorney Marl< Gibson decision is completely opposite of the Oklahoma Open
Meetings Act and Attorney General Opinions. Newspaper article attached.
Oklahomp Statute Title 25 Section 303 states all public bodies. as defined
hereinafter, shall be held at specified times and places which are convenient to the
public and shall be open to the public.
Attorney General Opinion number 1997-98 states in view of the fact that the
Oklahoma Open Meeting Act is to be liberally construed in favor of the public because it
was enacted to enCourage and facilitate an informed citizenry, the public notice required
to be posted in prominent public view by 25 Oklahoma Statute Section 311 (A)(9) must
be conspicuously posted for at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the meeting in a
location at its principal office (or the location of the meeting if no office exists) which is
easily accessible and convenient to the public at any time during that period.

-

Claude Williams
1216 West Padon
Blackwell, OK 74631
(580) 363-0266

,

, been extremely busy '\1'iiti -.1
ofour major commumty ~ts
spring IWtivities upo,OiIling.We

Furtber.rnore., the' OldahGma
~Meeting Act .specifically
states that. "AU l'I1eetings of
public bodies .,.. ' $)udl be held

wiD, be ill tau0h,afta'tIlo/tulips
Spring Festival. Mavea goed
day."
The e-mail came a few days
after The Reporter sent three
_""~ ,e-mails loThompson req~
ing copies of public I.'CeOtds,
cbamo~r and
ueasking for tbetime and plaoeof
:~ ,in' the same building upcoming public hearinasand
andsbare the same addless, ~g.that Fl'Ye cat{ The
120 S.Main St.
. R.eporter regarding the WilFrye and Thompson have not Iiams brothers being ask~d to
responded to attempts to con wait outside during the execu.
tact them.
tive ,session and also about the
Thompson sent an e1lJai1 "Help is here E.-ess" bus.lbat

wasm

fo.w
BlackwelJMarch 14.
wh.ich al'CQ0Q;venient to the 'ingincssage: ·'K~·Good
Two e-mails were sent March
p$Jic 8lltt.$Wl he'open to the to h_ from you. Iarn.tgr 31, and another was SCfttApJit
L·tic ... "' ,
PUo
ing to get, everyoDtt."...,. I by' The Reporter. Another
down to go over the i"'~u . e-mail asking if the requested
mentioned. However, :W'ehave '
See BIA, Page 16

,at specifiedtitnes and places April 3 containing the

,

•

~eJ.reeoJJ.leopieswmH'C8d.y

was seDtMoMay~ ),utit has n~

-

&!

...

. 'each meeting; When reasonably

se.rJ.l. llbct ...... ''WIIS

not. ]lQSsible,public bodies-.D also
beS11U11mowiedged.~.
.provide information: about the
In additioD.w ....g White's
\Vhitc_ ..... '8$koCl.~ ·,·date, time, place and agenda of
opinion about die ooudlWtofthe (,)pinkm. SNit; wIlidt·.··states aay ipDeial or emergency meet
8~ofticia1s, 1'heJleportcr also that a . . . . iVrspecialmeet:iJi3 ings of the public body."
.
asked for an.won of a notice DlI,lSt.. contahuiaagen.da for die .
The Blackwell Industrial Au~
ofspecialmceting,receivedfrom
thority'sWeb site iswww.black
'1'llompsen.MalVh 14. ·
...... ~ihai8D . apn~ WelJindustriaJautbority.com and
The newspaper ,paid. S18, as da _Ukt,~~speeial· . has bfin 0ll~dIe Web for longer
stipulated in the 0pen Meeting JJDCCting. nmices;aeeording to "than six months. Some oftbe in
A£t, in November· 2007 to re .theattoaaey ._ _'s opinion, formation dates back to at least

mccuna.

I

com adce of specialmoetings lNtcal.led haek· ahut .:ttl min- four years ago.

-

after BliA o(ficial$ mfuscd W_:Jarer'.:~~
The site does not contain any
. send .~ to The Reporter. an'~;inbol'dce that· agendas, WItes ofnreetings or
The DlA was the only office ...... ~.. :. ..... -is wi~ the names and members of its
in Kay and Grant counties that ~.tbat'·~ beeause,~ governing members, as also
refused to send-agendas to the 'the tWiaitien...of a.~· of.·.~ by Title 74, Statute
newspaper.
~....._'.~ '.~~':~J:e6.2: ••... public bodies shall
When the March 19 regular ~
.make available on their lnterttet
meeting of the BIA was can
. . . ._ltfWhedtertb.en~.:\Vebsitcthe names of members
celed, a special meeting was set tices~~·sbe:said,;;.:c(. tlieif 'governing bodies and
for the foUoWingweek. .
''TheyAtte~toh8ve that . sUCh other information abOut
'lboDipson sent the following . po$te4~:~,;~,b~ttt;=~.) l.~£·i~mm~;~;*e public Wdy
e-mail to The Reporter: "The
\Vhite ~ _to Title 74, mBy;chQOse to include." .
R;gular Miudt meeting of theS. . . ~1~:~iii:""i\:Iliil.mf~:J~IiWiisUkedforaJist

.BlAhas ·been cancelled due . (6}~CII'.'fifaJ)liShmCnt -:bfBlAibeanl members;-. but the
to laek of a quonun. The next ofm;t,~ website ... public list bas not been received.
~witl beMarob 26 at the 'OO.dies shall··make available on
White also was asked about
usuaUime atJd,plaee."
thm~ """bsite or on a Gibson's statement last week
Wbite said"~ to the ge&eral ~ifaipubHc body tbat the BIA may not be obli
. definition ofa not.iee ofmgular ·uscm ag_ _ ~ asched· gatedw fuIti11 The Reporter's
meeting, the notice must .~ ·ult"_·.~ about the ··'notice.ofJIJ,Ceting request, even
Vi4e the public with a4VB1)ce ~ ~~elt)Jl!tGetings of though money was paid to ,re~
of the date. place and. ..
'.
.'
.pQtices;
. tiJ:De ••• and the purpose ()fthcr
.. ·.·main oflicl:is
n_required for special meet made.vafta1It.;.l<fuclude·the··locate<l ootsideKay County. ,
ingsis the same."
date, time~
of
"Ask him where he gets .his
leJZBl authority." White said.

.-on

bec4se

''''.agenda

..

,-eei'tte suchnoticetras setfortlrin
&heOjJ.enMeetingAet is a direct
violatitm ef·titeaet.
'.
A \\liUfUl 'vioIa\icfn of'
~,'
in
a "',
'

-

,
"

a respo1lSc.f.fii9m'GibsOn at press
time.

